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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 23 September 2003 . 
2a)Kl This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) !S3 Claim(s) 1.4-10.12 and 13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim (s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 53 Ciaim{s) 1.4-10.12 and 13 is/are rejected. 

7) LJ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

ti)L7i Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

j Application Papers v - 

! &?□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

| <:<:«□ "he drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)d objected to by the Examiner. ' 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawmg(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a): 
' Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing (s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). 

: • \r\ The yath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action; or. form PTO-1 52. 
| Pt'tof'xy under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 * v 

j ir.n cknpwledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or.(f). 

S'Lj-^S* °)D Some * c)D None of: ">'. ' ■ \. 

! i.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. : , 

{ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. >j t • 

Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
j application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

' See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. • -' 

* 3)G Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (tb a provisional .application) 
since ?r$pecific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet, 
j 37 CFR 1.78. " 

a) LI Vhe translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. . ■' > 

\ 14)[3"; Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120. and/or 1|21 since a specific 
'wf«rer.ce was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 

! AttKftMQtrffci , *" ' ' 

j ■; ) fXi Motics of F&ferencea Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

I ''-) L J Notice «f Zvaftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

I 3'- F J ircfcm,ate Dssdosure Statement^) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: . ... •• • 

! ' 

•U.G. P8Jer.S'ami'»e«<ems»K Cfiice •" 

PTCL-32S (Rov. 11-03) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 122303 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: the word "though" in 
line 2, after the word "passing" should be changed to "through". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1,4-6 and 8 - 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hodgkins et al.(US 5,807,481). 

4. With regards to claim 1 , Hodgkins et al. disclose a filtration system comprising: 
• a filter assembly wherein the assembly comprises: 
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■ a filter component (70) and 

■ a plurality of baffles (defined by ribs 76) attached to (i.e. connected to upon 
assembly) with one side of the filter component (70) capable of reducing motion of fluid 
around and through the filter assembly and the baffles substantially traversing the length 
and width of the filter component at right angles to the filter component, as in figs. 1 - 2 
& 5 and cols. 5-6. 

5. Concerning claim 4, Hodgkins et al. have disclosed the limitations of claim 1 above. 
Hodgkins et al. further disclose the filter component (70) further comprising an o-ring (66) 
encircling the perimeter of the filter component (70), as in fig. 1 and col. 5. 

6. With regards to claim 5, the limitation "said receptacle" in line 3, lacks proper 
antecedent basis. Claim 5 is also considered indefinite because it is unclear what 
size/dimensions is considered to meet the limitation "of sufficient size to accommodate a human 
finger or thumb". Hodgkins et al. have disclosed the limitations of claim 1 above. Hodgkins et 
al. also disclose the filter component (70) further comprising at least one aperture (60) passing 
through the filter component (70) for providing a means by which a user could easily remove the 
filter assembly from a receptacle (12, 14) wherein the aperture having a size relatively larger 
than the openings of the filter component, which could be of sufficient size to accommodate a 
human finger or thumb, as in fig. 1 . 
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7. Regarding claim 6, Hodgkins et al. have disclosed the limitations of claim 5 above. 
Hodgkins et al. also disclose the at least one aperture (60) being defined by a band (gasket 62) of 
material wherein the band of material (62) is separate from the material of the filter component 
(70), and also formed integrally (forming a unitary structure with) with the material of the filter 
component (70), as in fig. 1 and col. 5. 

8. With respect to claim 8, Hodgkins et al. disclose a filtration system comprising: 

• a receptacle (defined by base/cover members 12 & 14) comprising a closed bottom (14, 
30) and an open top portion (defined by either the cover member 12 or simply the top open 
surface of the base 14), 

• a filter assembly wherein the assembly comprises: 

- a filter component (70) and, 

■ an o-ring (66) encircling the perimeter of the filter component (70) for forming a 
seal with the receptacle (14), as in fig.. 1 and col 5, and 

■ a plurality of baffles (defined by ribs 76) attached to (i.e. connected to upon 
assembly) with one side of the filter component (70) capable of reducing motion of fluid 
around and through the filter assembly and the baffles substantially traversing the length 
and width of the filter component at right angles to the filter component, as in figs. 1 - 3 
& 5 and cols. 5-6. 
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9. Concerning claim 9, Hodgkins et al. have disclosed the limitations of claim 8 above. 
Hodgkins et al. also disclose the filter component (70) further comprising at least one aperture 
(60) passing through the filter component (70) for providing a means by which a user could 
easily remove the filter assembly from a receptacle (12, 14) wherein the aperture having a size 
relatively larger than the openings of the filter component, which could be of sufficient size to 
accommodate a human finger or thumb, as in fig. 1. 

10. Regarding claim 10, Hodgkins et al. have disclosed the limitations of claim 9 above. 
Hodgkins et al. also disclose the at least one aperture (60) being defined by a band (gasket 62) of 
material wherein the band of material (62) is separate from the material of the filter component 
(70), and also formed integrally (forming a unitary structure with) with the material of the filter 
component (70), as in fig. 1 and col. 5. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 103 

11. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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12. Claims 7 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hodgkins et al. in view of Fox (US 865,691). 

13. Regarding claims 7 and 12, Hodgkins et al. have disclosed the limitations of claims 1 
and 8, respectively above. Hodgkins et al. fail to disclose the top side of the filter component 
comprising cross bars having topmost edges which are tapered, thereby minimizing surface area 
of the filter component. 

14. Fox teaches a filter component (1, in the lower end of h) in the form of circular 
grating plate, and the filter component comprises cross bars having topmost edges which are - 
tapered, thereby minimizing surface area of the filter component, as in figs. 3-4 and page 1 . 

It is considered obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the type of filtering element/filter component in the system of Hodgkins et al., by adding 
the embodiment taught by Fox, in order to provide an alternative design for the filter component, 
which has a cross-section which guides and can restrict fluid flow towards the bottom of the 
receptacle, thereby providing a filter element which can slow down the passage of fluid 
therethrough. 

15. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hodgkins et 

al.. 
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16. Regarding claim 13, Hodgkins et al. has disclosed the limitations of claim 8 above. 
Hodgkins et al. disclose the filter assembly and the receptacle being formed as a separable unit, 
as in fig. 1 and cols. 1 - 6. Although Hodgkins et al. do not teach the filter assembly and the 
receptacle being fabricated as a single integrated and inseparable unit, it is considered obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to provide or manufacture the system 
of Hodgkins et al, such that the filter assembly is permanently disposed or attached to the 
receptacle/housing members (base and cover, 12 & 14) thereof, in order to provide a filter 
system which does not require assembly of many parts, thus eliminating unnecessary costs for 
manufacture. The case law, In re Larson (340 F.2d 965, 968 144 USPQ 347, 349 (CCPA-1965) 
has provided that a claim towards an invention in which it differs from that of a prior art by using 
a one piece construction instead of a structure disclosed in the prior art (i.e. several parts being 
secured together as a single unit, as in the case of the filtration system disclosed by Hodgkins et 
al.) would be merely a matter of obvious engineering choice. . . . 

Response to Arguments and Amendments 

17. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,4-10 and 12-13 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection set forth above. Applicant's 
amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in this Office action. 
Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is- 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



18. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marianne S. Ocampo whose telephone number is (571) 272- 

1 144. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays to Fridays from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 
P.M.. .. . 

19. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda Walker can be reached on (57 1) 272-1 151. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 



Conclusion 



M.S.O. 




W. L. WALKER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



